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it lies at a distance of sixteen miles only from its
harbour. Here I decided to return to my mother-
land for publishing a book on my travels
in the Ear-East.

Sumatra

Sumatra lies on the equator and it is situated
to the north of Java. It is the fifth largest island
in the world, the area being 184,199 square miles.
The entire island is covered with deep forests
and hills. It enjoys tropical climate, but its
tropical heat is tempered to a great extent
by sea breezes. The monsoon begins here
from November and lasts up to August. The
land enjoys no winter. According to the
census of 1930 the population of the island
stands at 8,238,570. Most of the people are
the descendants of the Malayans and the rest
are the aborigines who still live in deep
jungles and who are still in the primitive
stage of civilisation. The aborigines are tall
aad strong and are dafk in complexion. They